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Welcome! 


This past weekend, the Chappell Players Theatre Group and 
Alpha Psi Omega closed its 16th Annual Cabaret for Charity: 
CabaDisney. With over 700 audience members over three 
performances, CPTG & APO raised over $2,400 for the St. 
John's Bread and Life Mobile Soup Kitchen! Thank you so much 
to all who supported our efforts, God bless! 

Our next newsletter issue will feature a semester in review of the 
fall 2014 season. An enormous thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to our successful and rewarding semester! 

Don't miss our final events and auditions, detailed below. We wish 
everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday!

              - The CPTG Executive Board


!1sjucptg@gmail.com
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UPCOMING AUDITIONS
2015 CHILDREN'S SHOW:           

THE CAT IN THE HAT


Dr. Seuss is back in the Little Theatre for this year's 
Children's Show, Cat in the Hat! Written by Katie 

Mitchell and Directed by CPTG's Artistic Director 
Samantha Tella, this imaginative play brings to life 

everyone's favorite mischievous cat as he turns a boring, 
rainy day into a fun-filled extravaganza! The Children's 

Show is performed for elementary school children in the 
St. John's community.  Check out our website for 

production position opportunities. 


AUDITIONS: MONDAY 12/1 & TUESDAY 12/2 6 & 8pm 
in DAC 128; Callbacks by invitation 12/3 6pm 

PERFORMANCES: March 2015.  

STRAIGHT PLAY: The Library

Written by Scott Burns 

AUDITIONS: Spring 2014 

PERFORMANCES: Spring 2014 

DID YOU KNOW?

The Little Theatre used to have balcony 
seating! (Photo courtesy of Jim Azzara)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PLAY READING SERIES: A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
Monday 11/24 7:00pm Little Theatre

Join us at CPTG's second Play Reading Series with Artistic Director 
Samantha Tella! Add this classic Shakespeare tale to your repertoire as we 
read and discuss A Midsummer Night's Dream.

Magic, merriment and romance all unite in one of Shakespeare’s most 
beloved and imaginative comedies. Starry-eyed lovers escape to an 
enchanted forest full of lust and bewitchment, where mischievous fairies 
play tricks, bumbling actors rehearse for a love-play and couples pursue one 
another, all under the light of the moon.



DECEMBER GENERAL BODY MEETING:  LUCID BODY MOVEMENT 
Thursday, 12/4 1:50-3:15pm Little Theatre
Feel like you always get cast as the same type? Want to increase 
your acting range?  This Movement Workshop is for you! 

Using the Lucid Body Technique (being taught to professional actors in 
NYC, Berlin, London and Paris, as well as training programs such as 
NYU TISCH Grad program, Yale School of Drama, Stella Adler 
Conservatory, The Studio NY, Actor's Center, ), Katie Knipp Willis will 
give you a taste of the technique which will help you gain physical 
flexibility as well as emotional flexibility so that you can truly transform into your characters and be able to play many 
more character types. 

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR: Katie Knipp Willis, director and acting coach, has been working as a teaching 
artist for 8 years. She is a certified Lucid Body Instructor, and has taught the technique to 
professional actors with the Lucid Body studio in NYC as well as Kansas City, MO. She has 
been a member of the acting faculty at The Yale School of Drama Graduate Program, and 
NYU/Stella Adler Conservatory. She teaches with Wingspan Arts, where she was Director of 
the Wingspan Summer Conservatory Elementary Program for 3 years. She has also taught 
with TADA Youth Theatre, Girl Scouts of America, the Convent of the Sacred Heart, and 
her own Pre-K Shakespeare Class in the West Village. Previously, Katie served for 2 years as 
Asst. Director for The Young Company High School Summer Conservatory with the 
Orlando Shakespeare Theatre. Katie coaches acting privately for high school, college and 
theatre auditions.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: BEN KISTINGER
Each month, CPTG will pick one alumni from 
our impossibly large and talented pile of graduates 
and highlight their journeys. This month, we have 
selected Ben Kistinger, our recent Musical 
Director for CabaDisney! Ben made incredible 
contributions to the Chappell Players and St. 
John's  University when he was a student, in all 
arenas of performance, design, and production, 
and has never stopped as an amazingly supportive 
and involved alumni.

After earning a master's degree from St. John's, 
Ben is currently pursuing his doctorate degree in 
Toxicology. Ben was able to take some time out of 
his busy schedule in the lab, and Disney music, to 
sit down with CPTG and share some of his 
experiences. 

The Interview

How did you transition from college into the real world? How has life been after graduation? 

Well…currently I’m working on my Ph.D. at St. John’s in 
Toxicology, which I started after I got my Master’s this past 
September…which I started after I graduated with my B.S. in 
Toxicology in 2012…so I guess I’m making a very, very gradual 
transition into the real world. I mean, I’m paying rent, doing 
laundry, and shopping for groceries like a real person in the 
real world…which makes me almost miss the free laundry I 
had in the dorms. It’s not so bad out here in the “Real World: 
Jamaica”, though I do miss Montgoris. My favorite thing so 
far about graduating is that I’m going to bed at a reasonable 
hour now (because I’m a Grandpa), instead of staying up whacked out on a combination of Rockstar 
energy drinks and Extra Large multiple espresso shot coffees from Dunkin attempting to study for 
midterms and finals.


Did being involved in the Chappell Players prepare you for life after college? How so? 

Being a part of the Chappell Players has equipped me with two valuable skills: the ability to present well 
and the ability to work with people, both of which will come in handy once I (eventually) graduate. I’ve 
found that performing on stage, I got used to projecting my voice so that now I don’t mumble or sound 
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GRIMM: The Musical - Asst. Musical Director
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monotone during important presentations (such as my Master’s thesis defense). During Undergrad, I 
worked on the production side of many shows and was also on E-board for 3 years. These combined 
experiences helped to prepare me for future work, as I will have to be able to work together with people 
on a project that may have different viewpoints than I do on how things should be done. I’ve learned how 
important it is to compromise, but how important it is to remain steadfast on points I truly feel strongly 
about.

What is your favorite CPTG memory or performance? 

The best CPTG memory I have is getting cast in Urinetown my Freshman year. It was my first show ever 
(I was a band geek in high school), and it was just such a fun show to be a part 
of. My favorite memory of that show was for Bobby’s Strong’s death (SPOILER 
ALERT!) we rigged a harness so that when Bobby gets flung from the roof (or 
really tall platform) he’d be suspended in mid-air for “Tell Her I Love Her”. 
The day the harness got set up we needed to try it out, so I was nominated (as 
most expendable cast member?) to walk off the tallest platform and hope that 
the harness worked! (SPOILER ALERT!) It did.

On the production side, I would have to say that Seussical Jr. was my favorite 
experience. It was my first time Musical Directing, but I was also a cast 
member in the show (Wickersham #1). Getting to teach the harmonies and 
then hearing them clearly on stage was such an awesome experience. I mean, 
getting to wear a monkey tail and aviators was cool too.  

Of all the shows, and all the performances I’ve done, one stands out the most, and it wasn’t even a real 
performance. My Sophomore year I was cast in The Laramie Project. I think it was during tech week that 

we were notified that some of the 
administration had concerns about the 
content of the show, so they were going to 
come watch one of our runs. We performed 
for about 5 people, which was such a surreal 
experience because we knew they were out 
there, but we couldn’t see them and we 
didn’t get any sort of response from them 
during the show. It was so important that 
we got the message right, so that the 
administration would understand how 
important this show was for us, and for our 
community. The Laramie Project was 
probably one of the most draining 
experiences (I think I was like 8 different 

characters) but also one of the most 
rewarding as well. We were actually on Fred Phelps’ list of events to picket on the Westboro Baptist 
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The Laramie Project

Seussical Jr.
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Church website. Nobody came to bother us though, but man we were ready for it. I like to think that the 
Laramie Project in a small way helped bring awareness to the LGBT community on campus, and pave the 
way for the acceptance of LGBT groups to exist at St. John’s. It makes me really glad to have been a part 
of it.   

Have you been able to remain involved with theatre as much as you hoped/wanted? 

If I could, I would be on stage every chance I get. I 
really do miss it. However, I do feel that I am as 
involved with theatre as is realistic for someone who 
should be spending all of his time in the lab doing 
research, and I’m okay with that. I am really enjoying 
working with the CabaDisney cast as Musical Director, 
and I’m looking forward to choreographing again for 
this year’s upcoming Dance Concert! It is nice still 
going to school at St. John’s because I still have the 
opportunity to see all the shows the CPTG puts on.  


Do you have any advice for Chappell Players going 
through college or those who have already 
graduated? 

My advice for the current Chappies is this: What you guys 
have is a unique opportunity that not many others get. In 
the Little Theater you can be Ensemble one show, 
Assistant Director for the next show, Costume Designer 
for the show after that, then Lead, etc. I’ve been able to 
be a Cast Member, Producer, Director, Writer, Costume 
Designer, Musical Director, Dancer, and Choreographer, 
which something you could not have convinced me would 
happen had you tried to tell me during Freshman 

Orientation. Take advantage of the opportunity to try new things, because you may not get this 
opportunity again. 

But like, try to avoid tanking your GPA while you’re out having fun, ok?

THE CPTG ALUMNI HALL OF FAME 
In our continued efforts to celebrate and connect with our alumni, we are proud to introduce the 
Chappell Players Hall of Fame. Throughout each school year, we will be accepting nominations 
into the Hall of Fame and will induct two nominees at the end of each year in May. Hall of Fame 
Inductees will be composed of notable alumni who have made significant contributions to the 
Chappell Players Theatre Group and/or society post-graduation. Does that describe someone 
you know? Nominate him/her today at sjucptg.com/alumni!
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IN THE HEIGHTS 
WRAP UP 

The Chappe" Players closed their fa" musical In 
The Heights on Saturday, October 18th. With 

record-breaking audiences, the show was an 
enormous success. Thank you to a" who supported 

our production, we hope you enjoyed it! 
Production photos can be found on our Facebook 

& website. 

 On Sunday, October 12th, CPTG hosted a post-show talk back with Louis E. 
Dieruff High School from Allentown, Pennsylvania. The Dieruff Theatre Group will be 
performing In The Heights next Spring and took a trip to St. John's to watch CPTG's 
production. During the talk-back, cast members led a discussion question-and-answer 

!7sjucptg@gmail.com

mailto:sjucptg@gmail.com


St. John's University Chappell Players Theatre Group November 2014

style with the students exploring character development, the rehearsal process, 
production elements, and 
much more . "It was a 
b l a s t to d i scuss our 
experience with their In 
The Heights experience 
that is just beginning", 
s a id Chappe l l P layer 
Ryan DeForeest. 

 It wa s an 
incredible pleasure to 
welcome Louis E. Dieruff 
High School and share 
our experiences. We wish 
them the best of luck with their production and can't wait to see it!
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