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In This Issue...

¡Bienvenidos!

Pg. 1 Welcome

The Chappell Players are extremely excited about the response
from our first issue and we even more thrilled to be back with our
next installment of our monthly newsletter. We hope to keep all
our members and audience up to date with events, meetings, and
performances. Enjoy our second issue!

Pg. 2 Upcoming Shows
Pg. 3 Upcoming Events
Pg. 4 Alumni Spotlight
Pg. 7 IN THE HEIGHTS

Important Dates
Thurs 10/16
GBM Movement Workshop
Krispy Kreme Fundraiser
Mon 10/20 & Tues 10/21
Cabaret for Charity Auditions
MUSICAL PERFORMANCES
Oct. 16 at 8pm
Oct. 17 at 8pm
Oct. 18 at 8pm

Connect with us!
@sjuCPTG

www.sjucptg.com

We are in the mix of our last weekend of performances for In the
Heights The Musical and we couldn't be more thrilled. Don't
miss the CPTG production that's getting rave reviews! See Page 7
for more.
We've got some exciting events coming up including our October
General Body Meeting, a Krispy Kreme Fundraiser, auditions for
our next show, the 16th Annual Cabaret, and more.
We wish you a Happy October and hope to see you soon!
- The CPTG Executive Board

sjucptg@gmail.com
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UPCOMING AUDITIONS & PERFORMANCES
16th ANNUAL CABARET FOR CHARITY:
CabaDISNEY AUDITIONS
We are pleased to announce "Disney" as this year's Cabaret
for Charity theme! CabaDisney highlights a group of students
entering just another year at Olympus Academy High Schoolor so they think. Mean Girls meets High School Musical in this
hilarious tale Written/Choreographed by Emily Abma,
Directed by Ryan DeForeest, and Produced by Dennis Cullen.
All proceeds will benefit the St. John's Bread & Life Mobile
Soup Kitchen.
For audition info and tech interests, visit sjucptg.com/current.
AUDITIONS: MONDAY 10/20 & TUESDAY 6 & 8pm
PERFORMANCES:11/20-11/22 at 8pm

CHILDREN'S SHOW:
The Cat in the Hat

STRAIGHT PLAY:
The Library

Written by Katie Mitchell

Written by Scott Burns

AUDITIONS: December 1st &

AUDITIONS: Spring 2014

sjucptg@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER GENERAL
BODY MEETING:
Building Character
Through Movement
Thursday October 16th, we will be having our
monthly general body meeting in DAC 406
featuring a Character Movement Workshop
with NYC professional vocal coach, Clare
Bohrer. We will also be discussing upcoming
events in our calendar including this year's
Annual Cabaret: CabaDisney and others.
Whether or not you feel comfortable as a
mover or dancer, you have great potential to show your acting skills through movement and choreography. Come to this
workshop and leave feeling more comfortable exploring your strengths as a mover and a dancer. We will be learning
choreography and music from "The Wiz" that will be entertaining and suitable for all levels!
There's no need to prepare any material before Thursday. Just be prepared to work on your feet! Please wear clothes that
you can move in and shoes that are suitable for dancing. Tennis shoes are fine for men, and women can wear tennis shoes or
character shoes if you have them.
Thursday 10/16 Common Hour 1:50pm-3:15pm DAC 406

KRISPY KREME DOUGHNUT FUNDRAISER

Fr e s h
Krispy
Kreme
d o u g h n u t s a r e c o m i n g to
campus! Get them while
they're hot, St. Augustine
Library Patio Thursday,
October 16th 12pm-5pm.

sjucptg@gmail.com
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: DONALD GORMANLY
Each month, CPTG
will pick one alumni
from our impossibly
l a r g e a n d t a l e n te d
pile of graduates and
highlight
their
journeys.
This
month, we have
selected one of the
most memorable
alumni we've ever
had,
Donald
Gormanly! Don made
incredible contributions to the Chappell Players and St. John's University when he was a student,
including establishing the Annual Cabaret for Charity show, and has never stopped as an
amazingly supportive and involved alumni.
While having a six-year-old son and working in the US workforce for over 13 years, Don was able
to sit down with CPTG and have a few words with us about himself and his experience in the
Chappell Players and past 15 Cabaret for Charity performances.

The Interview
How was Cabaret for Charity started?
The Cabaret series of shows was started by the board of the Chappell Players back in Fall of 1999. At the
time, we were just doing one show each semester (usually one musical and one non-musical). I believe the
idea was my fellow Chappie Michael Rosenberger's concept (hope no one hates me if I'm wrong). It was
sort of the beginning of trying to get more things going for the group. The first one - in December 1999 titled Y2Kabaret, for the most part, was a very formal event, with guys in suit-like attire, and women in
dresses. It was pretty much all musical theater songs performed, with a traditional revue-style of one song
right into another. No plot, no between-song dialogue, etc. It was fairly successful and I believe everyone
had a good time doing the show, and the audience seemed to enjoy it, too. So, it just happened again the
year after that, and the year after that, etc. Now, here the Chappell Players are, getting ready to hold
auditions for the sixteenth Cabaret For Charity.

sjucptg@gmail.com
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How many Cabarets have you been a part of ?
I've been in all fifteen of them. I typed out the word "fifteen" so it would be more apparent that this
wasn't a typo. Yes. All fifteen Cabaret For Charity shows have had me actually perform in them. My
running gag-plan is to stop doing the Cabaret For Charity shows after next year's, which would be
seventeen of them. Because, once I hit eighteen shows, I will start running into Freshmen that weren't
even alive when the first C4C was performed. Let that sink in, how it would sound when I say to a
Freshman, "Yeah. The first Cabaret For Charity was in 1999. Oh... you were born in the year 2000?"
Truth be told, I probably won't stop until the school tells me it's too creepy having me around.
What is your favorite memory from one of the
performances?
My favorite memory from a Cabaret For Charity was in
the one that was one that was all songs from movies. It
was a show-within-a-show story, with the plot being that
we were the Chappell Players and we were raising money
for charity (talk about dumbing it down for the
audience!!!). However, I played a thief (who looked eerily
like the McDonald's Hamburglar character... especially
with my red hair...), who was looking to steal the money
that was being raised. There was a big chase scene in the
show, where myself, Dave Virzera (the writer of the show,
I believe), and Gary McComiskey (playing a campus
security oﬃcer), run across the stage a few times, chasing
each other. Each time we would re-enter, we would be
chasing each other in a diﬀerent order, carrying diﬀerent
(and increasingly larger/more dangerous) weapons. One
of the times crossing the stage, Dave and I wielded
lightsabers. Yes... the weapons from the Star Wars franchise. During one of the rehearsals, Dave was
chasing me and I turned around and, for reasons unknown, gave him a Force Push, and he caught on
while I was doing it and flung himself backwards as if it were real. It was magical. It was just one of those
moments in life where things click and people are connected somehow. Or it was just us being awesome.
Who knows? But, that will stay with me until I'm old and senile.
How important to you is the charity aspect of Cabaret?
The charity aspect is extremely important. The CPTG is considerably more active now than when I was
here as a student. When I was in High School, we drove out to Nebraska for the annual International
Thespian Society (ITS) festival. It was a whole new world to me, as my HS was a small, private school and
didn't have a huge theater program. Prepping for one of the Nebraska trips, my director mentioned how
St. John's is such a big name school and is so close to Broadway (arguably the center of the theater world)
but doesn't have a theater program! Then, years later, I went to SJU and started doing shows there, and
he was right. I mean, I graduated as a Computer Science major, so I wasn't looking to make a career out
sjucptg@gmail.com
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of performing. And I'm grateful for the opportunities that not having to compete with theater majors
may (or may not) have oﬀered me while I was a student. But, watching the CPTG grow like it has is
goodness. Then, on top of that, to have a show once a year be performed for the sole purpose of raising
money to help people just adds to that goodness. I think a lot of people don't (or even can't) fully realize
how much Bread and Life helps people.
Have you been able to remain
involved with theatre as much
as you had thought/wanted?
Sometimes I think I've remained
TOO involved in theatre since
graduating. In addition to the
annual Cabaret For Charity show, I
made the rounds in the local Queens
theater groups for a bit. I still do
shows when I can today. I'm
currently part of a few touring
shows that have performed in
Riverhead, in Pennsylvania, and in
Florida. The Josephine Foundation,
a not-for-profit that I work with - http://www.thejosephinefoundation.org - helps support programs in the
Arts and Sports, so that has gotten me involved with some of the educational aspects of performing, as
well. Once you find people that you enjoy working with, it's tough to tell them that you don't want to be
involved in something. And it's tough to limit yourself to just one company, as NYC and Long Island have
a lot of groups that do some fun shows.
Do you have any advice for Chappell Players going through college or the ones who have
already graduated?
For those Chappies that have graduated, I hope all is going well. Definitely do your due diligence and find
out all you can about directions that your life can go in, but don't hesitate too much, as you only get one
life to live and, no matter how far into it you already are, change can always occur.
For those Chappies that are looking forward to graduating, it's tough out there, no doubt. But, life chugs
along regardless of whether you're proactive or stagnant. There's no secret recipe to a perfect life, at least
none that I've found. So, give it your best shot.

THE CPTG ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

In our continued eﬀorts to celebrate and connect with our alumni, we are proud to introduce the
Chappell Players Hall of Fame. Throughout each school year, we will be accepting nominations
into the Hall of Fame and will induct two nominees at the end of each year in May. Hall of Fame
Inductees will be composed of notable alumni who have made significant contributions to the
Chappell Players Theatre Group and/or society post-graduation. Does that describe someone
you know? Nominate him/her today at sjucptg.com/alumni!
sjucptg@gmail.com

!6

St. John's University Chappell Players Theatre Group

October 2014

IN THE HEIGHTS

Opening Weekend
The Chappell Players debuted their fall
musical, Tony-Award winning In The Heights,
this past Columbus Day weekend.
In The Heights tells the universal story of a
v i b r a n t c o m m u n i t y i n Ne w Yo r k 's
Washington Heights, a neighborhood on the
brink of change where the coﬀee from the
corner bodega is always light and sweet and
the breeze caries the rhythm of three
generations of music. The Little Theatre was
sjucptg@gmail.com
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p a c ke d l a s t w e e ke n d a s a u d i e n c e s w e r e
captivated by In The Heights, a show full of
hopes, dreams, and pressures, where the
big gest str ug gles can be deciding which
traditions you take with you and which ones
you leave behind.
Director, Courtney Self, encoura ged her
colorful cast of In The Heights to illustrate their
own dreams onstage. "Lin-Manuel Miranda,
composer and lyricist, wrote a beautiful show
of characters that are not usually represented,"
says Self, "and we are blessed and ecstatic to be
able to tell these stories."
The cast features students of all years and
majors, truly reflecting the community of
characters portrayed in the show. Assistant
Director and Producer Emily Abma says, "That
was one of the best parts of the process- we are
a family on and oﬀ that stage. The audience
can't see it, but we're constantly partying in the
wings!"

In The Heights has three remaining
performances in the Little Theatre, October 16th-18th at 8:00pm. For more
information, please visit sjucptg.com/current.
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